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be most to his liking; and at his first going to the court presented
them unto him. The king received the present, and welcomed
the generall, and seemed to be very joyfull for the good successe
he had against the Portugall; and jestingly said hee had for-
gotten the most important businesse that he requested at his
hands, which was the faire Portugall maiden he desired him to
bring with him at his returne. To whom the generall answered
that there was none so worthy that merited to be so presented.
Therewithall the king smiled and said: If there be anything
heere in my kingdome may pleasure thee, I would be glad to
gratifie thy goodwill.
After this the generall commaunded the merchants to put
aboord the Ascention all such pepper, cinnamon, and cloves as
they had bought in his absence; which was scarcely the ships
full lading, but at that time there was no more to be had, nor
that yeare to be hoped for. And therefore he willed the mer-
chants to put all their things aboord the ships, for his resolution
was to depart from thence and goe for Bantam, in Java Major;
where he understood both of good sale for his commodities and
great returne of pepper to be had, and at a much more reason-
able price then they could buy it at Achen. This determination
once knowne, all men hasten to put their things aboord. So the
generall made the king privy to his departure, and went to the
court and had long conference with him; who delivered him a
letter for Her Majestie, written in the Arabian tongue, the tenor
whereof is as followeth:
The letter of the King of Achen to the Queene of England1.
Glorie be to God, who hath magnified Himselfe in His
workes, glorified His dominion, ordained kings and kingdomes,
exalted Himselfe alone in power and majestic. He is not to be
uttered by word of mouth, nor to be conceived by imagination of
the heart. He is no vaine phantasme; no bound may containe
Him, nor any similitude expresse Him. His blessing and His
peace is over all His goodnesse in the creature. He hath beene
1 The fate of the original letter is not known; but a copy of the concluding
portion is among the Douce MSS. (Or. e. 5) in the Bodleian: see the article by
the Rev. W. G. Shellabear noted on p. 100.